DOUG TIPPER

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. Answer all the questions in English. 

Doug Tipper used to be a miner and then he worked in the ceramics industry. Now, he is retired and in his second year as a volunteer mentor with children. His work with the Beth Johnson Foundation, he says, helps build bridges between the younger and older generations.

The foundation works within four main project areas: health promotion for older people; developing initiatives with the African-Caribbean community; support for old people with dementia; and inter-generational activities involving mentors and schoolchildren.

Both the mentors and the students involved in the scheme benefit from the contact between them. Children are very respectful and interested in what the older generations can teach them about the past, and the retired people get a lot out of it too: Doug, for example, has learnt how to use a computer.

Overall, there are more than 150 volunteers working directly for the foundation on a range of projects involving people aged over 50. Doug's work is based on the belief that if younger and older generations are brought together in positive ways, then barriers and misunderstandings between them will disappear.

Many of the volunteers initially have doubts about whether they can make a useful contribution. However, they soon find that the children have got the same aspirations as they had as youngsters, and that they actually have a lot in common with each other.  

In an age where too many retired people feel ignored and undervalued, the Beth Johnson Foundation provides a model for others to emulate.

Questions

1. Write a summary of the text in English, including the most important points, using your own words whenever possible (maximum 50 words, 1.5 points).

2.  Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text (1.5 points: 0.75 each)

a) build bridges between older and younger generations.

b) retired people get a lot out of it.

3.  Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first one (2 points: 0.5 point each):
a)   “The foundation is working within four main projects”, Doug said.
Doug said that  _______________________________________________________________

b)   The scheme is a success because children are very respectful and show a great interest.
    As a result ___________________________________________________________________

c) Doug said that he had learnt how to use a computer.

    Doug said: “ ___________________________________________________________________”

d) “What is your work based on?”, the interviewer asked Dough.

    The interviewer asked ___________________________________________________________

4.   Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text (2 points: 1 point each).

a) Name four groups of people that the Beth Johnson Foundation helps.

b) Why does the author believe the Beth Johnson Foundation is a good example for us to follow?

5. In what ways can young people and older people understand their needs and problems better? (Minimum 80 words, maximum 100 words; 3 points)

